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260-261'y 2977 nwon w21
~~rr PN NRIR 13T NN - And Deborah, Rebecca’s nurse, died. Rashi comments that Deborah
was the same nurse who accompanied Rebecca when she left her father’s house. Rebecca, we know,
was a young girl who exhibited extraordinary chesed, as indicated by the incident that took place

at the well between Eliezer, Abraham’ servant, and Rebecca. Rebecca was brought up in the house
of Bethuel and Lavan, in a pagan orgiastic society—how did she exhibit such great humility and
chesed typical of a daughter of Abraham? Why was she not influenced by her family and society?
There must have been an “underground community” in Haran, preaching Abraham’s morality,
Rebecca was part of this underground movement. She studied and absorbed Abraham’s philosophy
and adopted his weltanschauung—living by his principles of justice and righteousness.

Why was the death of an old woman so significant that it was recorded in the Torah? Apparently,
Deborah played a major role in shaping the history and destiny of the Jewish people. Deborah’s
death, and the naming of the place where she died, was recorded because her life was historically
important. Deborah was the leader of a moral underground movement. (Insights



